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The Fund for Social Policy Education and Practice

We believe that the social work profession could greatly improve the effectiveness of policy
and service efforts designed to ameliorate persistent poverty and growing inequality, if all
social workers were better prepared to understand and act on the policy implications of
their work. 
 
 
The Fund for Social Policy Education and Practice (The Fund for Social Policy) works in
partnership with key social work and allied organizations to assess and act on opportunities
for changes in undergraduate and graduate curriculum, field practice, research and career
path development so that social work students and practitioners become more cognizant
of, and responsive to, the policy context and climate of their work. T 
 
Since 2015, The Fund for Social Policy, in consultation with an advisory group, has
identified and supported strategic social work education projects which, 
 
T T T T- Stimulate field-wide interest in the expansion of opportunities for social workers to  
T T T T Tengage in policy development, advocacy and human service planning that improve  
T T T T Tconditions or opportunities for individuals, groups and communities, and 
 
T T T T- Strengthen the manner in which social workers (regardless of their area of 
T T T T Tpractice, specialization or organizational setting) are prepared to more effectively 
T T T T Traise, analyze and address issues of poverty and inequality. 
 
 
The Fund for Social Policy staff also engages in thought leadership * speaking and writing
about the issue of social worker engagement in policy, and representing the Fund for
Social Policy at meetings of relevant organizations. 
 
Strategic projects supported by The Fund for Social Policy provide resources for social
work students, faculty and administrators, and practitioners - they include,

The Coalition for Policy Education & Practice in Social Work (at CSWE)  
National Field Education Project (at CSWE) 
National Policy Fellows Program (at NSWM)  
Professional Development T(at ISP) 
Policy Teaching Institute (at ISP) 
On-Line Policy Certificate T(at ISP) 
Voter Education in Curricula & Field Education T(at UCONN) 
In Our Own Backyard (at BMP) 
Policy Boot Camp (at UI) 
Policy Relevance for Deans and Directors (at NADD) 
Voter Education Website T(at TISP, CRISP) 
Grand Challenges for Social Work (AASWSW, GWSTL/Brown School of Social Work) 
A Spotlight on Policy Practice Activities T(at CRISP) 
Macro Practice Curricular Guide (CSWE, SC/ACOSA)
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Fund for Social Policy Education and Practice Staff

Patricia A. White 
Executive Director

Holly Delany Cole 
Project Manager
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Fund for Social Policy Education and Practice

Assess and act on opportunities for changes in undergraduate and graduate curriculum, field
practice, research and career path development that support the ability of social workers, across

method, to be more responsive to the social policy context of their work.  

Objectives

Partners

To help improve the
education and training of

social work students so that
they are more cognizant of,
and responsive to, the policy
context and climate of their

work.

1

To help social work
profession set an agenda for
social policy through faculty,
student and practitioner led

activities that affect policy that
advances equity and social

justice.

3

Enhance the skills of faculty,
administrators, researchers
and practitioners to include

policy, via faculty
development institutes,

curriculum development,
hiring/tenure practices, and

best practice exchanges.
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American Academy of Social Work and Social
Welfare (AASWSW) Grand Challenges

Executive Committee 
 

Association of Baccalaureate Social Work
Program Directors (BPD) 

 
Building Movement Project 

 
Center for Social Development, George Warren

Brown School of Social Work, Washington
University 

 
Congressional Research Institute on Social

Work and Policy (CRISP) 
 

Council on Social Work Education (CSWE) 
 

Influencing Social Policy (ISP) 
 

Lois and Samuel Silberman Grant Fund

Nancy A Humphreys Institute for Political Social
Work, University of Connecticut School of

Social Work 
 

National Association of Deans and Directors of
Schools of Social Work (NADD) 

 
National Association of Social Workers (NASW) 

 
The New York Community Trust 

 
Network for Social Work Management (NSWM) 

 
Special Commission to Advance Macro Practice
in Social Work of the Association for Community

Organization and Social Administration
(ACOSA) 

 
Race, Ethnicity and Poverty Network (REAP

Centers) 
 

Society for Social Work and Research (SSWR) 
 

Urban Institute (UI)
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Social Work Schools Participating in Projects

Boston College* 
Bryn Mawr College 
Clarke University 
Colorado State University* 
Concord University 
Coppin State University 
Eastern Michigan University 
Eastern Washington University 
Evangel University 
Howard University* 
Humboldt State University 
Hunter College, Silberman* 
Indiana University* 
Michigan State University 
North Carolina State University* 
Rutgers University* 
Simmons College* 
St. Catherine University - University of St.
Thomas * 
Texas A&M University - Kingsville* 
Touro College 
University of Alabama - Birmingham 
University of Houston* 
University of Missouri at St. Louis 
University of Nevada, Reno* 
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill* 
University of Oklahoma 
University of Pittsburgh 
University of Portland* 
University of Southern California* 
University of Wisconsin, Milwaukee

Brigham Young University 
California State University, Easy Bay 
Colorado State University 
Howard University* 
Hunter College, Silberman* 
Indiana University* 
Louisiana State University 
North Carolina State University 
Rhode Island State University 
Southern Illinois University, Carbondale 
Temple University 
University of Albany 
University of California, Berkeley 
University of Denver 
University of Houston* 
University of Kansas 
University of Maryland, Baltimore 
University of Missouri, Columbia 
University of Nevada, Reno* 
University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill* 
University of St. Catherine - University of St.
Thomas* 
University of Southern California* 
University of Texas at Arlington 
University of Texas at Austin 
Washington University in St. Louis

Abilene Christian University 
Arizona State University 
Belhaven University        
Belmont University         
Boston University            
California State University, Bakerfield 
California State University, San Marcos 
Campbellsville University 
Castleton University 
Centenary University 
Central Michigan University 
Hunter College, Silberman* 
Huntington University 
Indiana University - South Bend 
James Madison University 
Lehman College - CUNY 
Lewis-Clark State College 
Luther College 
Montevallo University 
Pepperdine University 
Purdue University Northwest 
Sacred Heart University 
Saginaw Valley State University 
Seton Hill University 
Shepherd University 
Simmons College* 
Southeast Missouri State Univ.   
Southern Baptist University    
Stony Brook University      
Texas A&M University - Central Texas 
Texas Christian University 
University of Alaska 
University of Arkansas at Monticello 
University of Georgia 
University of Nebraska, Kearney 
University of Nevada at Reno* 
University of North Texas 
University of Portland* 
University of South Carolina 
University of Southern Mississippi 
University of the Virgin Islands 
Valparaiso University 
Viterbo University 
Western Michigan University 
Xavier University

Field Education Teaching InstitutePolicy Boot Camp

*Participation in two or more FSPEP-funded projects.

Location of Schools

Darker states indicate where schools are located
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Policy Practice in Field Education Initative

Funded Partner: Council on Social Work Education

Grantee Information

Provides grants ($5K-$20K) to schools of social work to expand policy practice in field education
and/or community engagement projects.

- FSPEP 
- Council on Field Education 
- Congressional Research Institute for Social Work and  
   Policy (CRISP) 
- North American Network of Field Educators and Directors 
   (NANFED) 
- Special Commission on Macro Practice 
- Baccalaureate Program Directors (BPD)

Review Committee Organizations

To help improve the
education and training of

social work students so that
they are more cognizant of,
and responsive to, the policy
context and climate of their

work.

FSPEP
Objective 1

Funding

Year 1: $160,000 plus matching funds from Casey Family Programs 
 
Year 2: $160,000

More policy
content is
reflected across
field education

36 grants awarded to  
32 schools in 22 states

Outcomes

Cycle 1

Cycle 2

82 applications received 
 
23 applications funded 
 
$220,780 awarded in funding

102 applications received 
 
13 applications funded 
 
$145,241.55 awarded in funding

2 Historically Black Colleges and Universities (HBCUs) 
1 Hispanic Serving Institution (HSI) 

3 rural schools

Continuation
of initiative
anticipated
for up to 2
years

More social work
students, across
all degrees, have

policy experience.

Grant Types
4 - Field Placement Planning* 
 
12 - Field Placement Implementation  
 
6 - Community Engagement Planning* 
 
14 - Community Engagement Implementation

* Planning grants were only offered in cycle 1Darker states indicate where schools are located
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Voter Education Curriculum and Field Education

Funded Partner: University of Connecticut, Nancy A. Humphreys Institute for Political Social Work

Pilot model to embed voter education into required curricula and field education for all BSW and
MSW students. Provide technical assistance to faculty and field supervisors at interested schools.

University of Nevada, Reno

Collaborative Partners

To help improve the
education and training of

social work students so that
they are more cognizant of,
and responsive to, the policy
context and climate of their

work.

FSPEP
Objective 1Funding

Year 1: $29,924 
 
Year 2: $10,862

More than 95% of students
plan to continue
encouraging voting in the
future

Results

Changes in attitudes
towards the importance of
voting to social work
practice

Why does voter education matter to social work?

Social workers
and organizations
support voting as

an indicator of
individual and

community health

Integrate voter
engagement into
service delivery
and advocacy

Voter turnout
increases

Better leaders
and more

informed political
decisions are

made

Elements of a successful model

Community Partnerships

Institutional By-In

Assignment and Curriculum
Placement

Materials and Training

Trained at least 15
schools and
organizations

Expanding the model
with six schools and in
discussions with more

Benefits of voting to individuals
and communities

Voting as a human and civil
right and the impact of felony

disenfranchisement

Policy implications of low voter
turnout

Methods of integration
nonpartisian voter

registration, education, and
outreach into service delivery

The meaning of nonpartisan
voter engagement and the

difference from partisan
politics

Training assignment topics
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Draw Attention to Policy Practice:  
Student Day on the Hill

Funded Partner: Congressional Research Institute on Social Work and Policy

Generate awareness about policy activities by supporting policy activities of social work students

- NASW 
 
- CSWE 
 
- Special Commission

Collaborative Partners

To help improve the
education and training of

social work students so that
they are more cognizant of,
and responsive to, the policy
context and climate of their

work.

FSPEP
Objective 1Funding

Year 1: $2,000 
 
Year 2: $7,000

More than 400
students

March 9, 2017

YVOTE
A video documentary
comprised of students
detailing why voting is
important

Students scheduled
meetings with their
Congressional
representatives to
advocate on legislation

Special seminar for
social workers
interested in running
for elected office

Student Events

Seminar

Advocacy

Gallaudet University 
Washington, DC

Attendance

From about 45 schools
and programs

Located in 17 different
states
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Professional Development
Funded Partner: Influencing Social Policy

To increase visibility, capacity, and membership of organization of social work policy faculty.

Enhance the skills of faculty,
administrators, researchers
and practitioners to include

policy, via faculty
development institutes,

curriculum development,
hiring/tenure practices, and

best practice exchanges.

FSPEP
Objective 2

Funding

Year 1: $10,000 
 
Year 2: $6,000 through Coalition

Publicized faculty award
for policy
teaching/learning and 
increased membership.
Shared resources for
teaching policy across
degrees

Website Development

Paid memberships have
more than tripled

Result

influencingsocialpolicy.org/
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Support

Hired part-time
administrative personnel
to assist with
membership outreach,
website maintenance,
and conference logistics

Awards

Increased ISP contest
award amounts

Infrastructure Support

ISP Website





Professional Development: 
On-line Policy Practice Certificate

Funded Partner: Influencing Social Policy

To help faculty provide BSW and MSW students policy content beyond what is taught in the classroom

Enhance the skills of faculty,
administrators, researchers
and practitioners to include

policy, via faculty
development institutes,

curriculum development,
hiring/tenure practices, and

best practice exchanges.

FSPEP
Objective 2

58 people
completed the
certificate to date

- Team of faculty from leading  
  schools of social work 
 
- Rick Hoefer, University of Texas at
Arlington 
 
- Miguel Ferguson, OfCourse!

Collaborative Partners Funding

Year 1: $10,000 
 
Year 2: $6,000 through Coalition

Launched in Fall
2016

Housed on the
CSWE Learning
Academy website

13 modules contain video and animation
to help social work students and faculty
advance their understanding of poverty

and income equality

Launch Location

Certificate Course

Participants will learn Modules Outcome

The history of social welfare in
the U.S. and current trends in

poverty and inequality

What advocacy is and how
social workers can get involved

Strategies for effective
advocacy, including

education, persuasion and
negotiation

Introduction 
Social welfare in the US 

Poverty in the US 
Inequality in the US 
What is advocacy? 

Getting involved in Advocacy Practice 
Advocacy as Policy Practice 
Evaluating Advocacy Efforts 

Education 
Advocacy Tactics 

Persuasion 
Negotiation 
Conclusion

learningacademy.cswe.org/products/policy-practice-certificate-course

Certificate
awarded upon
completion of
quiz
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Professional Development: 
Policy Teaching Institute

Funded Partner: Influencing Social Policy

Design and delivery of ongoing Teaching Policy Institute at annual meetings of social work faculty
at BSW and MSW program levels (i.e. APM, BPD, Policy 2.0)

Enhance the skills of faculty,
administrators, researchers
and practitioners to include

policy, via faculty
development institutes,

curriculum development,
hiring/tenure practices, and

best practice exchanges.

FSPEP
Objective 2

Funding

Year 2: $16,000

Replication of Policy Teaching Institute  given at the Policy 2.0 Conference in 2016
Creative, Hands-On Approaches to Teaching Policy Content

Training provided

Hands on activities related to
current policies and programs,

and advocacy

Tools and ideas they can
implement in policy courses

Tools and ideas they can
implement in other courses
throughout the curriculum

Presenters
Miguel Ferguson* 
OfCourse! 
 
Suzanne Pritzker 
University of Houston 
 
Sunny Harris Rome 
George Mason University

* Did not present at the BPD Conference
Conferences
Faculty Development Institute at
CSWE Annual Program Meeting
on November 3, 2016 in Atlanta,
GA 
 
Workshop at the Association of
Baccalaureate Social Work
Program Director (BPD)
Conference on March 5, 2017 in
New Orleans, LA

Attendance

Participants
at APM

Participants at
BPD25 31

Created a short video to
improve future attendance
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