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[bookmark: _GoBack]Policy Choices: Provision

Overview:
This exercise uses Gilbert and Terrell’s (2010) Product Analysis Framework and specifically examines alternatives within the provision dimension. The exercise helps students to think about social welfare provisions and different choices and the pros and cons of each choice.

Students seem to enjoy this exercise which lasts 20-30 minutes and helps students not only to recognize the choices within the provision dimension, but pros and cons of each choice. 

· Gilbert, Neil and Terrell, Paul. Dimensions of Social Welfare Policy. 7th Edition. Boston: Allyn and Bacon, 2010. 


Learning Objectives:
· Students will apply their understanding of the choices within the provision division of Gilbert and Terrell’s framework
· Students will identify benefits of each policy choice
· Students will identify drawback of each policy choice

Target Course:
Social Welfare Policy Course (undergrad or grad)

Exercise description:
Students will have previously defined the following terms/choices for provision of social welfare policies as described by Gilbert and Terrell.
The terms are: 
Goods
Services
Cash
Vouchers
Opportunities for power

Students will be split into 5 groups. Each group will be given a piece of paper that has 1 of the 5 terms listed above (usually use a printed picture like those below). 








Print out the following and cut out—1 per group (see below)—then rotate after each discussion
· Goods
· Services
· Cash
· Vouchers
· Opportunities or Power

Each group will describe what they would get with the following provision and how they would feel about it for each of the following options (identify minimum 3 pros, 3 cons):
· Food – so if you got cash, you get cash, if you got goods, what would that look like, what if you got a voucher, what kind of services could help with food? How could opportunities for power be given around food? – pros and cons for each choice—similar questions for each of the social welfare needs below
· Housing
· Healthcare
· Childcare
· Mental health counseling
· Schooling
· Clothing
· Transportation


[image: http://maestrobytumlare.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/06/SERVICES-text1.jpg]




Goods[image: http://vignette3.wikia.nocookie.net/uncyclopedia/images/a/a7/The_goods.jpg/revision/latest?cb=20070630170538]
[image: https://dayair.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/Cash-Loan.jpg]

[image: https://wettie.co.nz/sites/default/files/products/product_img/Voucher_3D-512.png]























[image: http://cdn.collider.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/power-rangers-movie-image.jpg]

Power and/or opportunity

Finish the exercise with a 1 minute paper—students write out 2-3 sentences that summarize the key ideas from the activity. 
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