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Board of Accreditation (BOA) 
Department of Social Work Accreditation (DOSWA) 
Baccalaureate, Master’s, & Practice Doctorate Social Work Program Accreditation

Timetable for Candidate Programs 
June 2029 – June 2031 Agenda | Retroactive Accreditation to Fall 2028

Selecting a Timetable:
Begin the candidacy planning process by identifying the admission date for the first cohort of students. Programs are advised to ensure its admission date corresponds with the program’s retroactive accreditation status[footnoteRef:2], ensuring student degrees are earned from an accredited program. Accreditation status is retroactive to the academic year in which the program is granted candidacy status. Therefore, programs are advised to pursue a timetable in which the program’s admission date and retroactive accreditation date are identical. Review and select a timetable. Then, review the activities, dates, and submission instructions. [2:  Per policy 5.2 Retroactive Accredited Status in the Accreditation Policy Handbook, only students admitted to the social work program during or after the academic year in which the program is granted candidacy will be recognized as graduates from a CSWE-BOA accredited program, once the program achieves initial accreditation as granted by the BOA.] 


Staff Timetable Assignment: The program may plan for a select agenda; however, assignment to an agenda is not guaranteed. A maximum of ten (10) programs are reviewed for a Candidacy decision at each BOA meeting. Once ten (10) pre-candidate programs are assigned to a BOA meeting agenda, the subsequent programs will automatically be assigned to the next available BOA meeting agenda per policy 5.3 Assignment to a BOA Meeting Agenda in the Accreditation Policy Handbook. 

Staff Approval of Benchmark 1: CSWE accreditation staff conduct their first review and provide their first round of feedback within 60-90 days of the staff approval of Benchmark 1 due date. Early submissions may not be reviewed until after the due date. Submissions that meet the due dates for a select agenda will be given preference for that agenda.


Timetable to Pre-Candidacy Status

	Activity or Document
	Date
	Submission Instructions

	Strongly Recommended: Program completes Applicant Program Training
	Ongoing access to asynchronous training modules throughout application phase
	N/A

	Optional: Program attends Drop-In Group Consultations with CSWE accreditation staff 
	Up to twice per month
	N/A

	Program prepares to submit Candidacy Eligibility Application: 

· Institutional approval and supports
· Regional accrediting body approval (if applicable)
· Appropriate state, district, or territory-level higher education authority approval (if applicable)
	Prior to January 1, 2028 submission of the Candidacy Eligibility Application
	N/A

	Review Faculty Hiring Grid and ensure alignment for submission of the Candidacy Eligibility Application
	Prior to January 1, 2028 submission of the Candidacy Eligibility Application
	N/A

	Program submits Candidacy Eligibility Application 
	By January 1, 2028

To be considered for placement on the June 2029 agenda, apply at least 8 months prior to September 1, 2028 - the Benchmark 1 for staff approval deadline

Applications are reviewed within 30 days of this due date; early submissions may not be reviewed until after January 1, 2028
	Program emails application to accreditation@cswe.org

	$ Program pays Candidacy Eligibility Fee prior to or with the Candidacy Eligibility Application

	By January 1, 2028

Candidacy Eligibility Fee must be received prior to application approval
	Follow payment directions on the Candidacy Eligibility Application

Pay online: Program’s primary contact or financial designee may pay the invoice online via the CSWE membership portal

Pay electronically via credit card, ACH, or bank transfer: Email the CSWE Accounting Manager

Mail the payment to CSWE:
333 John Carlyle Street, Suite 400
Alexandria, VA 22314

Ensure the program’s name, level, and reason for payment are indicated on the payment

Direct fee or invoice questions to feesaccred@cswe.org

	CSWE accreditation staff process Candidacy Eligibility Application


	By March 1, 2028

CSWE accreditation staff may request clarifying information
	N/A

	· At least two (2) full-time faculty hired with principal assignment (51% or more) to the program that is seeking candidacy, with a start date no later than 30 days prior to Candidacy Visit 1

· The program director role hired, with a start date no later than 30 days prior to Candidacy Visit 1

· The field director role hired, with a start date no later than 30 days prior to Candidacy Visit 1

Review Faculty Hiring Grid for more information
	Prior to March 1, 2028 submission of the complete Benchmark 1 (volumes 1-3) for staff approval
	N/A

	Baccalaureate and Master’s Programs reviewed under the 2022 EPAS submit: 

Program submits complete Benchmark 1 (Volumes 1, 2, and 3) for staff approval using the Required Benchmark 1 Template for Volume 1 and the Benchmark 1 Writing Checklist 

Program uses the 2022 EPAS Interpretation Guide for developing clear and concise written compliance narratives and refer to policy 4.7 Document Formatting & Submission Requirements to customize Volumes 2 and 3
	By March 1, 2028

To be considered for placement on the June 2029 agenda, submit at least 6 months prior to September 1, 2028 - the Benchmark 1 for staff approval deadline

First review occurs and first round of feedback provided within 60-90 days of this due date; early submissions may not be reviewed until after March 1, 2028

Documents are placed in a queue and reviewed in order of receipt

Submissions that meet due dates for this agenda will be given preference
	Program emails 3 separate Word documents (volumes 1-3) along with Benchmark 1 Writing Checklist to the Accreditation Services Manager

	Baccalaureate and Master’s Programs reviewed under the 2015 EPAS submit: 
 
Program submits the Benchmark 1 Review Brief, complete Benchmark 1 (Volumes 1, 2, and 3) for BOA review using the Optional Benchmark 1 Template for Volume 1

Program uses the 2015 EPAS Interpretation Guide for developing clear and concise written compliance narratives, and policy 4.7 Document Formatting & Submission Requirements to customize Volumes 2 and 3
	By March 1, 2028

To be considered for placement on the June 2029 agenda, submit at least 6 months prior to September 1, 2028 - the Benchmark 1 for staff approval deadline

First review occurs and first round of feedback provided within 60-90 days of this due date; early submissions may not be reviewed until after March 1, 2028

Documents are placed in a queue and reviewed in order of receipt

Submissions that meet due dates for this agenda will be given preference
	Program emails 3 separate Word documents (volumes 1-3) along with the Benchmark 1 Review Brief, to the Accreditation Services Manager.

	Practice Doctorate programs reviewed under the 2025 Accreditation Standards for Practice Doctorate Social Work Programs submit:
 
Program submits complete Benchmark 1 (Volumes 1, 2, and 3) for BOA review using the Required Benchmark 1 Template for Volume 1 and the Benchmark 1 Writing Checklist.

Program uses the 2025 PDP Standards Interpretation Guide for developing clear and concise written compliance narratives, and policy 4.7 Document Formatting & Submission Requirements to customize Volumes 2 and 3
	By March 1, 2028

To be considered for placement on the June 2029 agenda, submit at least 6 months prior to September 1, 2028 - the Benchmark 1 for staff approval deadline

First review occurs and first round of feedback provided within 60-90 days of this due date; early submissions may not be reviewed until after March 1, 2028

Documents are placed in a queue and reviewed in order of receipt

Submissions that meet due dates for this agenda will be given preference
	Program emails 3 separate Word documents (volumes 1-3) along with Benchmark 1 Writing Checklist to the Accreditation Services Manager


	· CSWE accreditation staff review and provide iterative feedback on Benchmark 1 until approval

· CSWE accreditation staff approve Benchmark 1 and places program on an agenda for candidacy review

· Program is granted pre-candidacy status

· Program is added to the Directory of Accredited Programs

· Program is assigned a CSWE accreditation specialist
	Documents are reviewed on a rolling basis

First 10 Benchmark 1 documents approved by September 1, 2028, are placed on the June 2029 BOA Agenda for candidacy review

Next 10 Benchmark 1 documents approved are placed on the October 2029 agenda
	N/A

	Retroactive accreditation date*

*Pending program achievement of initial accreditation
	Fall 2028

Only students admitted to the social work program Fall 2028 and thereafter will be recognized as graduates from a CSWE-accredited program, if the program achieves initial accreditation as granted by the BOA

Programs are advised to pursue a timetable in which the program’s admission date and retroactive accreditation date are identical
	N/A



Timetable to Candidacy Status

	Activity or Document
	Date
	Submission Instructions

	$ CSWE invoices program for Candidacy Visit 1 Fee via email
	September 1, 2028
	Direct fee or invoice questions to feesaccred@cswe.org

	$ Program pays Candidacy Visit 1 Fee
	By October 1, 2028
	Pay online: Program’s primary contact or financial designee may pay the invoice online via the CSWE membership portal

Pay electronically via credit card, ACH, or bank transfer: Email the CSWE Accounting Manager

Mail the payment to CSWE:
333 John Carlyle Street, Suite 400
Alexandria, VA 22314

Ensure the program’s name, level, and reason for payment are indicated on the payment. 

Direct fee or invoice questions to feesaccred@cswe.org

	CSWE accreditation staff assign a BOA member for Candidacy Visit 1
	By October 1, 2028
	N/A

	Program contacts BOA member visitor to begin planning per policy 5.9 Candidacy Visits 1, 2, & 3 
	Within 2 weeks of visitor assignment
	N/A

	Program and visitor select a visit date and program documents date to CSWE per policy 5.9 Candidacy Visits 1, 2, & 3
	Within 2 weeks of visitor assignment
	Program submits the Candidacy Visit Date Log

	Program’s primary contact confirms visit arrangements such as travel plans, hotel accommodations, and workspace requirements in the hotel and onsite (for in-person visits) with the visitor per policy 5.9 Candidacy Visits 1, 2, & 3
	No later than 30 days prior to the candidacy visit
	N/A

	Baccalaureate and Master’s Programs reviewed under the 2022 EPAS submit: 

Program submits complete Benchmark 1 (Volumes 1, 2, and 3) for BOA review using the Required Benchmark 1 Template for Volume 1

Program uses the 2022 EPAS Interpretation Guide for developing clear and concise written compliance narratives, and policy 4.7 Document Formatting & Submission Requirements to customize Volumes 2 and 3
	By November 1, 2028
	Program emails the three (3) Benchmark 1 documents to the BOA member visitor and the program’s CSWE accreditation specialist

	Baccalaureate and Master’s Programs reviewed under the 2015 EPAS submit: 

Program submits the Benchmark 1 Review Brief, complete Benchmark 1 (Volumes 1, 2, and 3) for BOA review using the Optional Benchmark 1 Template for Volume 1

Program uses the 2015 EPAS Interpretation Guide for developing clear and concise written compliance narratives, and policy 4.7 Document Formatting & Submission Requirements to customize Volumes 2 and 3
	By November 1, 2028
	Program emails the four (4) Benchmark 1 documents to the BOA member visitor and the program’s CSWE accreditation specialist

	Practice Doctorate programs reviewed under the 2025 Accreditation Standards for Practice Doctorate Social Work Programs submit:
 
Program submits complete Benchmark 1 (Volumes 1, 2, and 3) for BOA review using the Required Benchmark 1 Template for Volume 1

Program uses the 2025 PDP Standards Interpretation Guide for developing clear and concise written compliance narratives, and policy 4.7 Document Formatting & Submission Requirements to customize Volumes 2 and 3
	By November 1, 2028
	Program emails the three (3) Benchmark 1 documents to the BOA member visitor and the program’s CSWE accreditation specialist


	Program’s primary contact and visitor jointly finalize the candidacy visit schedule per policy 5.9 Candidacy Visits 1, 2, & 3
	No later than 1 week prior to the visit
	N/A

	Candidacy Visit 1 occurs 

For more information candidacy visits, review policy 5.9 Candidacy Visits 1, 2, & 3 
	Between December 1, 2028 – February 28, 2029
	N/A

	BOA Member Visitor submits the
Candidacy Visit Report per policy 5.10 Candidacy Visits 1, 2, & 3 Reports 
	Within 2 weeks of the last day of the visit to program’s CSWE accreditation specialist

CSWE accreditation staff may request clarifying information

Please allow time for CSWE accreditation staff to review the report and request clarifications (if needed)
	BOA visitor e-mails visit report to the program’s CSWE accreditation specialist to review, finalize, and forward to the program

	Program responds to the Candidacy Visit Report policy 5.11 Program Response to the Candidacy Visits 1, 2, & 3
	Within 2 weeks of receiving the Candidacy Visit Report 
	The program e-mails the Program Response to the Candidacy Visit Report to the program’s CSWE accreditation specialist

	BOA reviews the program’s Benchmark 1, Candidacy Visit Report, and Program Response to make a candidacy decision

Decision types are detailed in policy 5.12 BOA Benchmark 1 Decisions in the Accreditation Policy Handbook
	June 2029 BOA Meeting
	N/A

	All BOA letters are issued 30-days after the meeting

BOA decisions are publicly posted on the CSWE BOA Decision webpage 30-days after the meeting
	July 2029
	N/A


 
Timetable to 2nd Year of Candidacy Status

	Activity or Document
	Date
	Submission Instructions

	$ CSWE invoices program for Candidacy Visit 2 Fee via email
	September 1, 2029
	Direct fee or invoice questions to feesaccred@cswe.org

	$ Program pays Candidacy Visit 2 Fee
	By October 1, 2029
	Pay online: Program’s primary contact or financial designee may pay the invoice online via the CSWE membership portal

Pay electronically via credit card, ACH, or bank transfer: Email the CSWE Accounting Manager

Mail the payment to CSWE:
333 John Carlyle Street, Suite 400
Alexandria, VA 22314

Ensure the program’s name, level, and reason for payment are indicated on the payment

Direct fee or invoice questions to feesaccred@cswe.org

	CSWE accreditation staff assign a BOA member for Candidacy Visit 2
	By October 1, 2029
	N/A

	Program contacts BOA member visitor to begin planning per policy 5.9 Candidacy Visits 1, 2, & 3 
	Within 2 weeks of visitor assignment
	N/A

	Program and visitor select a visit date and program documents date to CSWE per policy 5.9 Candidacy Visits 1, 2, & 3
	Within 2 weeks of visitor assignment
	Program submits the Candidacy Visit Date Log

	Program’s primary contact confirms visit arrangements such as travel plans, hotel accommodations, and workspace requirements in the hotel and onsite (for in-person visits) with the visitor per policy 5.9 Candidacy Visits 1, 2, & 3
	No later than 30 days prior to the candidacy visit
	N/A

	Baccalaureate and Master’s Programs reviewed under the 2022 EPAS submit: 

Program submits complete Benchmark 2 (Volumes 1, 2, and 3) for BOA review using the Required Benchmark 2 Template for Volume 1

Program uses the 2022 EPAS Interpretation Guide for developing clear and concise written compliance narratives, and policy 4.7 Document Formatting & Submission Requirements to customize Volumes 2 and 3
	By November 1, 2029
	Program emails the three (3) Benchmark 2 documents to the BOA member visitor and the program’s CSWE accreditation specialist

	Baccalaureate and Master’s Programs reviewed under the 2015 EPAS submit: 

Program submits the Benchmark 2 Review Brief, complete Benchmark 1 (Volumes 1, 2, and 3) for BOA review using the Optional Benchmark 2 Template for Volume 1

Program uses the 2015 EPAS Interpretation Guide for developing clear and concise written compliance narratives, and policy 4.7 Document Formatting & Submission Requirements to customize Volumes 2 and 3
	By November 1, 2029
	Program emails the four (4) Benchmark 2 documents to the BOA member visitor and the program’s CSWE accreditation specialist

	Practice Doctorate programs reviewed under the 2025 Accreditation Standards for Practice Doctorate Social Work Programs submit:
 
Program submits complete Benchmark 2 (Volumes 1, 2, and 3) for BOA review using the Required Benchmark 1 Template for Volume 1

Program uses the 2025 PDP Standards Interpretation Guide for developing clear and concise written compliance narratives, and policy 4.7 Document Formatting & Submission Requirements to customize Volumes 2 and 3
	By November 1, 2029

	Program emails the three (3) Benchmark 2 documents to the BOA member visitor and the program’s CSWE accreditation specialist


	Program’s primary contact and visitor jointly finalize the candidacy visit schedule per policy 5.9 Candidacy Visits 1, 2, & 3
	No later than 1 week prior to the visit
	N/A

	Candidacy Visit 2 occurs 

For more information candidacy visits, review policy 5.9 Candidacy Visits 1, 2, & 3 
	Between December 1, 2029 – February 28, 2030
	N/A

	BOA Member Visitor submits the
Candidacy Visit Report per policy 5.10 Candidacy Visits 1, 2, & 3 Reports 
	Within 2 weeks of the last day of the visit to program’s CSWE accreditation specialist

CSWE accreditation staff may request clarifying information

Please allow time for CSWE accreditation staff to review the report and request clarifications (if needed)
	BOA visitor e-mails visit report to the program’s CSWE accreditation specialist to review, finalize, and forward to the program

	Program responds to the Candidacy Visit Report policy 5.11 Program Response to the Candidacy Visits 1, 2, & 3
	Within 2 weeks of receiving the Candidacy Visit Report 
	The program e-mails the Program Response to the Candidacy Visit Report to the program’s CSWE accreditation specialist

	BOA reviews the program’s Benchmark 2, Candidacy Visit Report, and Program Response to make a candidacy decision

Decision types are detailed in policy 5.13 BOA Benchmark 2 Decisions in the Accreditation Policy Handbook
	June 2030 BOA Meeting
	N/A

	All BOA letters are issued 30-days after the meeting

BOA decisions are publicly posted on the CSWE BOA Decision webpage 30-days after the meeting
	July 2030
	N/A



Timetable to Initial Accreditation

	Activity or Document
	Date
	Submission Instructions

	Program submits Initial Accreditation Eligibility Application
	July 1, 2030

Applications are reviewed within 30 days of this due date; early submissions may not be reviewed until after July 1, 2030
	Program e-mails application to accreditation@cswe.org


	$ CSWE invoices program for Initial Accreditation Fee via email
	September 1, 2030
	Direct fee or invoice questions to feesaccred@cswe.org

	$ Program pays Initial Accreditation Fee
	By October 1, 2030
	Pay online: Program’s primary contact or financial designee may pay the invoice online via the CSWE membership portal

Pay electronically via credit card, ACH, or bank transfer: Email the CSWE Accounting Manager

Mail the payment to CSWE:
333 John Carlyle Street, Suite 400
Alexandria, VA 22314

Ensure the program’s name, level, and reason for payment are indicated on the payment

Direct fee or invoice questions to feesaccred@cswe.org

	CSWE accreditation staff assign a BOA member for Candidacy Visit 3
	By October 1, 2030
	N/A

	Program contacts BOA member visitor to begin planning per policy 5.9 Candidacy Visits 1, 2, & 3 
	Within 2 weeks of visitor assignment
	N/A

	Program and visitor select a visit date and program documents date to CSWE per policy 5.9 Candidacy Visits 1, 2, & 3
	Within 2 weeks of visitor assignment
	Program submits the Candidacy Visit Date Log

	Program’s primary contact confirms visit arrangements such as travel plans, hotel accommodations, and workspace requirements in the hotel and onsite (for in-person visits) with the visitor per policy 5.9 Candidacy Visits 1, 2, & 3
	No later than 30 days prior to the candidacy visit
	N/A

	Baccalaureate and Master’s Programs reviewed under the 2022 EPAS submit: 

Program submits complete Benchmark 3/Initial Accreditation Self-study (Volumes 1, 2, and 3) for BOA review using the Required Initial Accreditation Template for Volume 1

Program uses the 2022 EPAS Interpretation Guide for developing clear and concise written compliance narratives, and policy 4.7 Document Formatting & Submission Requirements to customize Volumes 2 and 3
	By November 1, 2030
	Program emails the three (3) Benchmark 3/Initial Accreditation documents to the BOA member visitor and the program’s CSWE accreditation specialist

	Baccalaureate and Master’s Programs reviewed under the 2015 EPAS submit: 

Program submits the Initial Accreditation Review Brief, complete Benchmark 3/Initial Accreditation Self-study (Volumes 1, 2, and 3) for BOA review using the Optional Initial Accreditation Self-study Template for Volume 1

Program uses the 2015 EPAS Interpretation Guide for developing clear and concise written compliance narratives, and policy 4.7 Document Formatting & Submission Requirements to customize Volumes 2 and 3
	By November 1, 2030
	Program emails the four (4) Benchmark 3/Initial Accreditation documents to the BOA member visitor and the program’s CSWE accreditation specialist

	Practice Doctorate programs reviewed under the 2025 Accreditation Standards for Practice Doctorate Social Work Programs submit:
 
Program submits complete Benchmark 3/Initial Accreditation Self-Study (Volumes 1, 2, and 3) for BOA review using the Required Initial Accreditation Self-Study Template for Volume 1

Program uses the 2025 PDP Standards Interpretation Guide for developing clear and concise written compliance narratives, and policy 4.7 Document Formatting & Submission Requirements to customize Volumes 2 and 3 
	By November 1, 2030
	Program emails the three (3) Benchmark 3/Initial Accreditation documents to the BOA member visitor and the program’s CSWE accreditation specialist

	Program’s primary contact and visitor jointly finalize the candidacy visit schedule per policy 5.9 Candidacy Visits 1, 2, & 3
	No less than 1-week prior to the visit
	N/A

	Candidacy Visit 3 occurs 

For more information candidacy visits, review policy 5.9 Candidacy Visits 1, 2, & 3 
	Between December 1, 2030 – February 28, 2031
	N/A

	BOA Member Visitor submits the
Candidacy Visit Report per policy 5.10 Candidacy Visits 1, 2, & 3 Reports 
	Within 2 weeks of the last day of the visit to program’s CSWE accreditation specialist

CSWE accreditation staff may request clarifying information

Please allow time for CSWE accreditation staff to review the report and request clarifications (if needed)
	BOA visitor e-mails visit report to the program’s CSWE accreditation specialist to review, finalize, and forward to the program

	Program responds to the Candidacy Visit Report policy 5.11 Program Response to the Candidacy Visits 1, 2, & 3
	Within 2 weeks of receiving the Candidacy Visit Report 
	The program e-mails the Program Response to the Visit Report to the program’s CSWE accreditation specialist

	BOA reviews the program’s Benchmark 3/Initial Accreditation Self-study, Candidacy Visit Report, and Program Response to make a candidacy decision

Decision types are detailed in policy 5.14 BOA Benchmark 3/Initial Accreditation Decisions in the Accreditation Policy Handbook
	June 2031 BOA Meeting
	N/A

	All BOA letters are issued 30-days after the meeting

BOA decisions are publicly posted on the CSWE BOA Decision webpage 30-days after the meeting
	July 2031
	N/A
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