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Board of Accreditation (BOA) 
Department of Social Work Accreditation (DOSWA) 
Practice Doctorate Social Work Program Accreditation

2025 Accreditation Standards 
for Practice Doctorate Social Work Programs

Program Director Qualifications Legacy Waiver Request Form |
[bookmark: _Hlk198580589]AS D4.2.4(b)

Purpose
· The CSWE-BOA offers a waiver for Accreditation Standard D4.2.4(b), which waives the program director qualifications for eligible practice doctorate social work programs.
· Accreditation Standard D4.2.4(b) requires the program director to have a doctoral degree in social work, a master’s degree in social work from a CSWE-accredited program, and two or more years of post-master’s social work degree practice experience in social work.

Rationale
The current CSWE candidacy benchmark process is developmental and designed to assist programs in building a new educational program. In recognition that some practice doctorate programs have longstanding operational history, and the CSWE practice doctorate accreditation pilot was limited by design, this waiver process allows existing practice doctorate programs to retain a current/legacy program director with alternative qualifications. 

Eligibility
· Practice doctorate social work program that is fully operational by/on August 1, 2025; the program has secured all appropriate levels of approval and permissions to operate, and is delivering curricula to enrolled students.
· Employing a current/legacy program director with alternative qualifications by/on August 1, 2025.
· Applying for CSWE programmatic accreditation via the traditional pathway or temporary alternative pathway by July 31, 2028 or a currently accredited practice doctorate program.
· This form is not applicable to program directors hired after August 1, 2025. To request a waiver for future program directors, review policy 4.5 Waivers to Accreditation Standards in the Accreditation Policy Handbook.  

Formatting & Submission
· Submit this form as a Microsoft Word document or searchable PDF, per policy 4.7 Document Formatting & Submission Requirements in the Accreditation Policy Handbook.
· Scanned documents will not be accepted.
· Email completed forms to the Director of Accreditation Services.

Timeframe for Review & Response
Forms are reviewed and processed at the next regularly scheduled BOA meeting. Within 30-days of the BOA meeting, programs will receive a legacy waiver decision letter. If approved, this letter must be submitted in response to Accreditation Standard D4.2.4(b) in the program’s accreditation documents. 

	Date Submitted to CSWE’s Department of Social Work Accreditation
	[bookmark: Text2]MM/DD/YYYY



Program Information

	Name of Educational Institution:
	     

	Program State, District, or Territory:
	     

	Program Level:
	☐ Practice Doctorate

	Next Accreditation Review Type:
(check one)
	Traditional Pathway Candidate Programs:
☐ Pre-candidacy (Benchmark 1)
☐ Candidacy (Benchmark 2)
☐ Candidacy/Initial Accreditation (Benchmark 3)
☐ Temporary Alternative Pathway 
☐ Reaffirmation

	Standards:
	☐ 2025 Accreditation Standards for Practice Doctorate Social Work Programs



Current/Legacy Program Director Information

	Program Director
Name, Credentials:
	     

	Length of Time Employed as Current/Legacy Program Director: 
	     



Embed a Copy of the Program Director’s Curriculum Vitae (CV):

Copy/paste their CV here, hyperlinks not accepted

Rationale for the Request:

Insert a brief rationale for selecting this individual as program director of the practice doctorate social work program

Form Authorization

By submitting this form, the program acknowledges:
(check each box)

☐ We understand that Accreditation Standard D4.2.4(b) is the only standard eligible for a legacy waiver and the program must remain compliant with all remaining 2025 Accreditation Standards for Practice Doctorate Social Work Programs.

☐ We verify that the program will continue to maintain the program director requirements, including full-time appointment, principal assignment, and administrative assigned time, per Accreditation Standards D4.2.4(a-c). 

☐ We understand the legacy waiver expires when the individual named herein vacates the program director position within this institution’s practice doctorate social work program.

☐ We agree to submit a copy of the legacy waiver approval letter in response to Accreditation Standard D4.2.4(b) in our accreditation documents.  

☐ We understand the conditions of this legacy waiver.

	Primary Contact 
Signature:
	Insert e-signature or image of signature

	Primary Contact
Name, Credentials[footnoteRef:2]: [2:  The primary contact’s role is described in policy 4.1 Primary Contact & Accreditation Communications in the Accreditation Policy Handbook. The primary contact manages all accreditation-related communications between the program and CSWE.] 

Must match CSWE records; review Directory of Accredited Programs for accuracy
	     

	Title:
	     

	Business Phone Number:
	(###) ###-####

	Business Email Address:
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