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Board of Accreditation (BOA) 
Department of Social Work Accreditation (DOSWA) 
Practice Doctorate Social Work Program Accreditation

Timetable to Candidacy Status for Temporary Alternative Pathway Programs 
Granting Candidacy Status | Retroactive Accreditation to Fall 2026

[bookmark: _Toc199271993]Selecting a Retroactive Accreditation Date: Begin the planning process by identifying the admission date for the first cohort of students that the program wishes to graduate from a programmatically accredited social work program. This admission date should correspond with the program’s desired retroactive accreditation status[footnoteRef:2], ensuring student degrees are earned from an accredited program. Accreditation status is retroactive to the academic year in which the program is granted candidacy status. Select a Timetable to Candidacy Status, then, review the activities, dates, and submission instructions. [2:  Per policy 5.2 Retroactive Accredited Status in the Accreditation Policy Handbook, only students admitted to the social work program during or after the academic year in which the program is granted candidacy will be recognized as graduates from a CSWE-BOA accredited program, once the program achieves initial accreditation as granted by the BOA.] 


Candidacy Status: To be granted candidacy status, CSWE staff must approve the program’s initial accreditation self-study. While CSWE accreditation staff conduct their initial review within 90-days of receipt of application, programs must plan the review to span 6-months. CSWE accreditation staff may request one or more rounds of clarifying information and major errors and/or revisions may delay assignment to a BOA meeting agenda. This is not a developmental process with iterative feedback. Programs pursuing the Temporary Alternative Pathway must be ready to evidence full compliance with all standards. Early submissions may not be reviewed until after the application due date. Submissions that meet the due dates for each option will be given preference. 

Timetable to Candidacy Status Fall 2026 Option # 1	2
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Timetable to Candidacy Status Fall 2026 Option # 3	6

Initial Accreditation Timetable Assignment: After candidacy is granted, staff assign the program to the next available BOA meeting agenda for an initial accreditation decision. Once a BOA meeting agenda is full, the subsequent programs will automatically be assigned to the next available BOA meeting agenda per policy 5.3 Assignment to a BOA Meeting Agenda in the Accreditation Policy Handbook. The program may plan for an initial accreditation agenda; however, assignment to an agenda is not guaranteed. Regardless of assigned agenda for an initial accreditation decision, the program’s retroactive accreditation date (the academic year when candidacy was granted) protects students, if/when the program receives initial accreditation.
[bookmark: _Toc199271994][bookmark: _Toc199314822]Timetable to Candidacy Status Fall 2026 Option # 1

	Activity or Document
	Date
	Submission Instructions

	Required: Program completes Practice Doctorate Program Accreditation Training
· [bookmark: _Toc199271995][bookmark: _Toc199314823]Available training dates are posted and routinely updated on CSWE website
· Advance registration required
	Training must be completed by the program’s primary contact prior to application submission
	N/A

	Program prepares to submit the Temporary Alternative Pathway Application, including a complete and finalized Initial Accreditation Self-study (Volumes 1, 2, and 3)

Application includes:
· Institutional approval and supports
· Regional accrediting body approval (if applicable)
· Appropriate state, district, or territory-level higher education authority approval (if applicable)
· Evidence of compliance with all 2025 Accreditation Standards for Practice Doctorate Social Work Programs
	Prior to submission of the Temporary Alternative Pathway Application
	N/A

	Program submits the Temporary Alternative Pathway Application, including a complete and finalized Initial Accreditation Self-study (Volumes 1, 2, and 3) for staff review and approval using the Required Initial Accreditation Self-study Template for Volume 1 and the Temporary Alternative Pathway Writing Checklist 

Program uses the 2025 PDP Standards Interpretation Guide for developing clear and concise written compliance narratives and refer to policy 4.7 Document Formatting & Submission Requirements to customize Volumes 2 and 3
	By June 1, 2026

Applications are initially reviewed within 90-days; early submissions may not be reviewed until after June 1, 2026

Documents are placed in a queue and reviewed in order of receipt

Submissions that meet due dates will be given preference
	Program emails five (5) separate documents to accreditation@cswe.org:
1. Temporary Alternative Pathway Application (Microsoft Word document or searchable PDF)
2. Initial Accreditation Self-Study Volume 1 (Microsoft Word document)
3. Initial Accreditation Self-Study Volume 2 (Microsoft Word document)
4. Initial Accreditation Self-Study Volume 3 (Microsoft Word document)
5. Temporary Alternative Pathway Writing Checklist (Microsoft Word document)

	$ Program pays Candidacy Eligibility Fee prior to or with the Temporary Alternative Pathway Application
	By June 1, 2026

Candidacy Eligibility Fee must be received prior to application approval
	Review Candidacy Eligibility Fee Payment Options


	CSWE accreditation staff process the Temporary Alternative Pathway Application and review the complete and finalized Initial Accreditation Self-study for approval

· [bookmark: _Toc199271996][bookmark: _Toc199314824]Documents are placed in a queue and reviewed in order of receipt
· [bookmark: _Toc199271997][bookmark: _Toc199314825]CSWE accreditation staff may request one or more rounds of clarifying information
· Major errors and/or revisions may delay assignment to a BOA meeting agenda
· This is not a developmental process with iterative feedback
· Programs pursuing this pathway must be ready to evidence full compliance with all standards
· [bookmark: _Toc199271998][bookmark: _Toc199314826]CSWE accreditation staff approve the application and Initial Accreditation Self-Study and places the program on a BOA agenda for an initial accreditation review
· Program is granted candidacy status
· Program is added to the Directory of Accredited Programs
· Program is assigned to a CSWE accreditation staff member
	By December 1, 2026

[bookmark: _Toc199271999][bookmark: _Toc199314827]Programs are placed on an agenda for an initial accreditation review according to visitor availability

	N/A

	[bookmark: _Toc199272000][bookmark: _Toc199314828]Retroactive accreditation date*

[bookmark: _Toc199272001][bookmark: _Toc199314829]*Pending program achievement of initial accreditation

[bookmark: _Toc199272002][bookmark: _Toc199314830]Programs are advised to pursue a timetable in which the program’s admission date for the first cohort of students that the program wishes to graduate from a programmatically accredited social work program and retroactive accreditation date are identical
	[bookmark: _Toc199272003][bookmark: _Toc199314831]Fall 2026

Only students admitted to the social work program Fall 2026 and thereafter will be recognized as graduates from a CSWE-accredited program, if the program achieves initial accreditation as granted by the BOA
	N/A



[bookmark: _Toc199272004][bookmark: _Toc199314832]Timetable to Candidacy Status Fall 2026 Option # 2

	Activity or Document
	Date
	Submission Instructions

	Required: Program completes Practice Doctorate Program Accreditation Training
· [bookmark: _Toc199272005][bookmark: _Toc199314833]Available training dates are posted and routinely updated on CSWE website
· Advance registration required
	Training must be completed by the program’s primary contact prior to application submission
	N/A

	Program prepares to submit the Temporary Alternative Pathway Application, including a complete and finalized Initial Accreditation Self-study (Volumes 1, 2, and 3)

Application includes:
· Institutional approval and supports
· Regional accrediting body approval (if applicable)
· Appropriate state, district, or territory-level higher education authority approval (if applicable)
· Evidence of compliance with all 2025 Accreditation Standards for Practice Doctorate Social Work Programs
	Prior to submission of the Temporary Alternative Pathway Application
	N/A

	Program submits the Temporary Alternative Pathway Application, including a complete and finalized Initial Accreditation Self-study (Volumes 1, 2, and 3) for staff review and approval using the Required Initial Accreditation Self-study Template for Volume 1 and the Temporary Alternative Pathway Writing Checklist 

Program uses the 2025 PDP Standards Interpretation Guide for developing clear and concise written compliance narratives and refer to policy 4.7 Document Formatting & Submission Requirements to customize Volumes 2 and 3
	By December 1, 2026

Applications are initially reviewed within 90-days; early submissions may not be reviewed until after December 1, 2026

Documents are placed in a queue and reviewed in order of receipt

Submissions that meet due dates will be given preference
	Program emails five (5) separate documents to accreditation@cswe.org:
1. Temporary Alternative Pathway Application (Microsoft Word document or searchable PDF)
2. Initial Accreditation Self-Study Volume 1 (Microsoft Word document)
3. Initial Accreditation Self-Study Volume 2 (Microsoft Word document)
4. Initial Accreditation Self-Study Volume 3 (Microsoft Word document)
5. Temporary Alternative Pathway Writing Checklist (Microsoft Word document) 

	$ Program pays Candidacy Eligibility Fee prior to or with the Temporary Alternative Pathway Application
	By December 1, 2026

Candidacy Eligibility Fee must be received prior to application approval
	Review Candidacy Eligibility Fee Payment Options


	CSWE accreditation staff process the Temporary Alternative Pathway Application and review the complete and finalized Initial Accreditation Self-study for approval

· [bookmark: _Toc199272006][bookmark: _Toc199314834]Documents are placed in a queue and reviewed in order of receipt
· [bookmark: _Toc199272007][bookmark: _Toc199314835]CSWE accreditation staff may request one or more rounds of clarifying information
· Major errors and/or revisions may delay assignment to a BOA meeting agenda
· This is not a developmental process with iterative feedback
· Programs pursuing this pathway must be ready to evidence full compliance with all standards
· [bookmark: _Toc199272008][bookmark: _Toc199314836]CSWE accreditation staff approve the application and Initial Accreditation Self-Study and places the program on a BOA agenda for an initial accreditation review
· Program is granted candidacy status
· Program is added to the Directory of Accredited Programs
· Program is assigned to a CSWE accreditation staff member
	By June 1, 2027
[bookmark: _Toc199314837]Programs are placed on an agenda for an initial accreditation review according to visitor availability



	N/A

	[bookmark: _Toc199272009][bookmark: _Toc199314838]Retroactive accreditation date*

[bookmark: _Toc199272010][bookmark: _Toc199314839]*Pending program achievement of initial accreditation

[bookmark: _Toc199272011][bookmark: _Toc199314840]Programs are advised to pursue a timetable in which the program’s admission date for the first cohort of students that the program wishes to graduate from a programmatically accredited social work program and retroactive accreditation date are identical
	[bookmark: _Toc199272012][bookmark: _Toc199314841]Fall 2026

Only students admitted to the social work program Fall 2026 and thereafter will be recognized as graduates from a CSWE-accredited program, if the program achieves initial accreditation as granted by the BOA
	N/A


[bookmark: _Toc199272013][bookmark: _Toc199314842]Timetable to Candidacy Status Fall 2026 Option # 3

	Activity or Document
	Date
	Submission Instructions

	Required: Program completes Practice Doctorate Program Accreditation Training
· [bookmark: _Toc199272014][bookmark: _Toc199314843]Available training dates are posted and routinely updated on CSWE website
· Advance registration required
	Training must be completed by the program’s primary contact prior to application submission
	N/A

	Program prepares to submit the Temporary Alternative Pathway Application, including a complete and finalized Initial Accreditation Self-study (Volumes 1, 2, and 3)

Application includes:
· Institutional approval and supports
· Regional accrediting body approval (if applicable)
· Appropriate state, district, or territory-level higher education authority approval (if applicable)
· Evidence of compliance with all 2025 Accreditation Standards for Practice Doctorate Social Work Programs
	Prior to submission of the Temporary Alternative Pathway Application
	N/A

	Program submits the Temporary Alternative Pathway Application, including a complete and finalized Initial Accreditation Self-study (Volumes 1, 2, and 3) for staff review and approval using the Required Initial Accreditation Self-study Template for Volume 1 and the Temporary Alternative Pathway Writing Checklist 

Program uses the 2025 PDP Standards Interpretation Guide for developing clear and concise written compliance narratives and refer to policy 4.7 Document Formatting & Submission Requirements to customize Volumes 2 and 3
	By February 1, 2027

Applications are initially reviewed within 90-days; early submissions may not be reviewed until after February 1, 2027

Documents are placed in a queue and reviewed in order of receipt

Submissions that meet due dates will be given preference
	Program emails five (5) separate documents to accreditation@cswe.org:
1. Temporary Alternative Pathway Application (Microsoft Word document or searchable PDF)
2. Initial Accreditation Self-Study Volume 1 (Microsoft Word document)
3. Initial Accreditation Self-Study Volume 2 (Microsoft Word document)
4. Initial Accreditation Self-Study Volume 3 (Microsoft Word document)
5. Temporary Alternative Pathway Writing Checklist (Microsoft Word document)

	$ Program pays Candidacy Eligibility Fee prior to or with the Temporary Alternative Pathway Application
	By February 1, 2027

Candidacy Eligibility Fee must be received prior to application approval
	Review Candidacy Eligibility Fee Payment Options


	CSWE accreditation staff process the Temporary Alternative Pathway Application and review the complete and finalized Initial Accreditation Self-study for approval

· [bookmark: _Toc199272015][bookmark: _Toc199314844]Documents are placed in a queue and reviewed in order of receipt
· [bookmark: _Toc199272016][bookmark: _Toc199314845]CSWE accreditation staff may request one or more rounds of clarifying information
· Major errors and/or revisions may delay assignment to a BOA meeting agenda
· This is not a developmental process with iterative feedback
· Programs pursuing this pathway must be ready to evidence full compliance with all standards
· [bookmark: _Toc199272017][bookmark: _Toc199314846]CSWE accreditation staff approve the application and Initial Accreditation Self-Study and places the program on a BOA agenda for an initial accreditation review
· Program is granted candidacy status
· Program is added to the Directory of Accredited Programs
· Program is assigned to a CSWE accreditation staff member
	By July 31, 2027
[bookmark: _Toc199314847]Programs are placed on an agenda for an initial accreditation review according to visitor availability



	N/A

	[bookmark: _Toc199272018][bookmark: _Toc199314848]Retroactive accreditation date*

[bookmark: _Toc199272019][bookmark: _Toc199314849]*Pending program achievement of initial accreditation

[bookmark: _Toc199272020][bookmark: _Toc199314850]Programs are advised to pursue a timetable in which the program’s admission date for the first cohort of students that the program wishes to graduate from a programmatically accredited social work program and retroactive accreditation date are identical
	[bookmark: _Toc199272021][bookmark: _Toc199314851]Fall 2026

Only students admitted to the social work program Fall 2026 and thereafter will be recognized as graduates from a CSWE-accredited program, if the program achieves initial accreditation as granted by the BOA
	N/A
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