
CSWE Accreditation Resources & 
Writing Tips

1



Polling 
Question
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Polling Question

• What is your experience with accreditation?

• I am new to accreditation processes. 

• I have been involved with accreditation, but external to 

CSWE. 

• I previously led CSWE-accreditation work. 

• I have been involved in supporting/writing CSWE-

accreditation documents. 
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2025 Practice Doctorate 
Accreditation Standards Resources
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Accreditation Policy Handbook
www.cswe.org/accreditationpolicies

Board of Accreditation (BOA) 

Department of Social Work Accreditation (DOSWA) 

ACCREDITATION POLICY HANDBOOK
for Baccalaureate and Master’s Social Work Program Accreditation

version 9.2023

1. Introduction to Accreditation

2. CSWE Department of Social Work Accreditation Services and Resources

3. Board of Accreditation

4. Accreditation Processes

5. Candidacy & Initial Accreditation

6. Reaffirmation 
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A cover of a book

AI-generated content may be incorrect.

Advance copy of standards available on the 

CSWE website (March 31, 2025)
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https://www.cswe.org/accreditation/policies-process/practice-doctorate-program-accreditation/accreditation-toolkit-pdp/
https://www.cswe.org/accreditation/policies-process/practice-doctorate-program-accreditation/accreditation-toolkit-pdp/


2025 Practice Doctorate AS Toolkit
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EPAS + IG = Dynamic Duo

Interpretation Guide (IG)
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Memo to the Social Work Profession 

12

• Announces Practice Doctorate Program 

Accreditation to the Social Work 

Profession, Public, and Interested 

Stakeholders

• Pilot & Expansion of Scope Request

• Social Work Education Continuum

• Retroactive Accreditation Status & Career 

Implications for Graduates

•  Call to Action



ADEI Webpage

CSWE ADEI webpage with centralized information! 

• Membership login credentials will be required to access the 

webpage

• Only accessible to program primary contacts and members

o Simply Join CSWE/Link to a Program

• Webpage inclusive of accredited, candidate, applicant, and 

practice doctorate programs

13

https://membership.cswe.org/Security/Sign-In
https://membership.cswe.org/Security/Sign-In
https://membership.cswe.org/Security/Sign-In
https://membership.cswe.org/Security/Sign-In


Membership Login Page
https://membership.cswe.org/ADEI-Resources
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https://membership.cswe.org/ADEI-Resources
https://membership.cswe.org/ADEI-Resources
https://membership.cswe.org/ADEI-Resources


Members-only View
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https://membership.cswe.org/ADEI-Resources


CSWE | ADEI Statements

• CSWE Calls on Higher Education to Recommit to Racial Equity 
and Justice in Face of SCOTUS Decision, July 2023

• CSWE Calls for Academic Freedom in Higher Education, March 

2023

• Social Work Leadership Roundtable Joint Statement on DEI, 
Anti-Racism, and Systems Change, March 2023

• CSWE Opposes Laws that Prohibit Teaching 'Divisive 
Concepts’, 
June 2021 

• Statement on Diversity and Social Justice in the Educational 
Policy and Accreditation Standards (EPAS), February 2021 
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https://www.cswe.org/news/newsroom/cswe-calls-on-higher-education-to-recommit-to-racial-equity-and-justice/
https://www.cswe.org/news/newsroom/cswe-calls-on-higher-education-to-recommit-to-racial-equity-and-justice/
https://www.cswe.org/news/newsroom/cswe-calls-on-higher-education-to-recommit-to-racial-equity-and-justice/
https://www.cswe.org/news/newsroom/cswe-calls-for-academic-freedom-in-higher-education/
https://www.cswe.org/news/newsroom/cswe-calls-for-academic-freedom-in-higher-education/
https://www.cswe.org/news/newsroom/swlr-joint-statement-on-dei-anti-racism-and-systems-change/
https://www.cswe.org/news/newsroom/swlr-joint-statement-on-dei-anti-racism-and-systems-change/
https://www.cswe.org/news/newsroom/swlr-joint-statement-on-dei-anti-racism-and-systems-change/
https://www.cswe.org/news/newsroom/swlr-joint-statement-on-dei-anti-racism-and-systems-change/
https://www.cswe.org/news/newsroom/swlr-joint-statement-on-dei-anti-racism-and-systems-change/
https://www.cswe.org/news/news/cswe-opposes-laws-that-prohibit-teaching-divisive-concepts/
https://www.cswe.org/news/news/cswe-opposes-laws-that-prohibit-teaching-divisive-concepts/
https://www.cswe.org/news/news/cswe-opposes-laws-that-prohibit-teaching-divisive-concepts/


2025 Practice Doctorate 
Accreditation Standards 
Interpretation Guide (IG)
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2025 Practice Doctorate AS IG

• Official companion to 2025 AS 

• Purpose is two-fold:

• Clarify the BOA’s expectations

• Provide guidance for developing compliance content

• Using the IG
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https://www.cswe.org/accreditation/policies-process/practice-doctorate-program-accreditation/pdpaccreditationstandards/


2022 EPAS Interpretation Guide
COMPLIANCE 

STATEMENTS 

BOA INTERPRETATIONS, COMPLIANCE 

RUBRIC, & WRITING CHECKLIST 
DEFINITIONS & TIPS 

• Compliance 

statements are criteria 

used by the BOA to 

evaluate the 

program’s written 

narrative for 

compliance with the 

accreditation 

standard. 

• Interpretations are bulleted.

Interpretations further clarify the BOA’s required 

expectations for programs to meet each 

accreditation standard. 

❑ The writing checklist is identified by checkboxes that 

provide guidance for developing clear and concise 

narratives to demonstrate compliance in accreditation 

documents.

❑ Unless otherwise specified in the accreditation 

standard, compliance statements, and/or 

interpretations, accreditation documents must be 

written in present tense and evidence current 

compliance. Documents must not project future 

compliance nor describe past compliance. 

❑ Candidate programs may write in future tense only in 

response to developmental standards. 

• Definitions of uncommon words 

within each standard are linked to the 

glossary in this column. 

• Tips are optional guidance to further 

strengthen the program’s compliance 

with the accreditation standard and 

enhance written compliance 

narratives in accreditation 

documents.

For Candidate Programs | This section identifies whether the standard is in development, reviewed for approval, or reviewed 

for compliance at each benchmark during the candidacy benchmarking process. 
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applewebdata://A4436C92-B247-4369-A021-531A70E7533C/#_GLOSSARY
applewebdata://A4436C92-B247-4369-A021-531A70E7533C/#_GLOSSARY
https://www.cswe.org/getmedia/7edc4286-0f34-42a0-91fd-a80e52323d53/2022-EPAS-Candidacy-Benchmark-Grid.pdf


2022 EPAS Interpretation Guide
COMPLIANCE 

STATEMENTS 

BOA INTERPRETATIONS, COMPLIANCE 

RUBRIC, & WRITING CHECKLIST 
DEFINITIONS & TIPS 

• Compliance 
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evaluate the 
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for compliance at each benchmark during the candidacy benchmarking process. 
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Clarified Interpretations

• Stay apprised of the 2025 AS.

• Review the post-BOA meeting newsletter to learn of additional 

interpretations.

• Remember: Programs are solely responsible for implementing, 

demonstrating, and maintaining compliance with the EPAS at 

all times.
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Forms & Templates
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Accreditation 
Pathways
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T R A D I T I O N A L  

3 - Y E A R

P AT H W AY  

T E M P O R A R Y  

1 - Y E A R

P AT H W AY



Traditional Templates & Forms
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Candidacy Eligibility

Application (template)template)

Timetable for Candidate

Programs MONTH

YEAR-YEARChecklist

Formal Submission: 

• Candidacy Eligibility 
Application (template)

• Benchmark 1 Volume 1 
(template)

• Benchmark 1 Volume 2

• Benchmark 1 Volume 3

Additional Resources: 

• Timetable for Candidate 
Programs MONTH 
YEAR-YEAR

• Benchmark 1 Approval 
Standards Writing 
Checklist

https://www.cswe.org/getmedia/9c31ca2d-ee7f-4392-aa6b-d76860a273b0/Candidacy-Eligibility-Application-(All-Levels).docx
https://www.cswe.org/getmedia/9c31ca2d-ee7f-4392-aa6b-d76860a273b0/Candidacy-Eligibility-Application-(All-Levels).docx
https://www.cswe.org/getmedia/9194707d-ff2b-4296-9efb-8730eda606ca/2025-PDP-Template-Benchmark-1-Volume-1.docx
https://www.cswe.org/accreditation/policies-process/candidacy/
https://www.cswe.org/accreditation/policies-process/candidacy/
https://www.cswe.org/accreditation/policies-process/candidacy/
https://www.cswe.org/getmedia/6dbc2249-c156-4bad-83b7-c01a9d14c17a/2025-PDP-BM1-Approval-Standards-Writing-Checklist.docx


Temporary Templates & Forms
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Temporary Alternative

Pathway Application

(template)

Self-study Volume 1 (template)

Self-study Volume 1 (template)

Timetable to Candidacy

Status: Fall YEAR

Retroactive AccreditationcklistYEAR Agenda

Formal Submission: 

• Temporary Alternative 
Pathway Application 
(template)

• Self-study Volume 1 
(template)

• Self-study Volume 2

• Self-study Volume 3

Additional Resources: 

• Timetable to Candidacy 
Status: Fall YEAR 
Retroactive Accreditation

• Temporary Alternative 
Pathway Writing 
Checklist

• Timetable to Initial 
Accreditation: MONTH 
YEAR Agenda

https://www.cswe.org/getmedia/f9369a3d-9ee4-4046-9471-e21d353e43cf/Temporary-Alternative-Pathway-Application.docx
https://www.cswe.org/getmedia/f9369a3d-9ee4-4046-9471-e21d353e43cf/Temporary-Alternative-Pathway-Application.docx
https://www.cswe.org/getmedia/f9369a3d-9ee4-4046-9471-e21d353e43cf/Temporary-Alternative-Pathway-Application.docx
https://www.cswe.org/getmedia/9970e7a0-e842-40ff-a978-54c757346a6b/2025-PDP-Template-Self-Study-Volume-1.docx
https://www.cswe.org/getmedia/9970e7a0-e842-40ff-a978-54c757346a6b/2025-PDP-Template-Self-Study-Volume-1.docx
https://www.cswe.org/accreditation/policies-process/practice-doctorate-program-accreditation/accreditation-toolkit-pdp/
https://www.cswe.org/accreditation/policies-process/practice-doctorate-program-accreditation/accreditation-toolkit-pdp/
https://www.cswe.org/accreditation/policies-process/practice-doctorate-program-accreditation/accreditation-toolkit-pdp/
https://www.cswe.org/getmedia/9ac31a6d-eb38-4d36-a01d-b3fe206f850a/2025-PDP-Temporary-Alternative-Pathway-Writing-Checklist.docx
https://www.cswe.org/accreditation/policies-process/practice-doctorate-program-accreditation/accreditation-toolkit-pdp/


2025 AS Practice Doctorate Forms & Templates

Separate options for writing/development:

• Form AS D3.0.1: Curriculum Matrix

• Form AS D4.1.1 - Faculty Summary Form

• Faculty Data Form

• Form AS D4.3.1 - Budget Form

• Form AS D4.3.3 - Library Report Form

29

https://www.cswe.org/getmedia/7b31bfb6-2482-4c22-a194-694b5f5a23fc/2025-PDP-Form-AS-D3-0-1-Curriculum-Matrix.docx
https://www.cswe.org/getmedia/7b31bfb6-2482-4c22-a194-694b5f5a23fc/2025-PDP-Form-AS-D3-0-1-Curriculum-Matrix.docx
https://www.cswe.org/getmedia/6c3ad32f-4895-4566-a077-a879f6ac27d9/2025-PDP-Form-AS-D4-1-1-Faculty-Summary-Form.docx
https://www.cswe.org/getmedia/6c3ad32f-4895-4566-a077-a879f6ac27d9/2025-PDP-Form-AS-D4-1-1-Faculty-Summary-Form.docx
https://www.cswe.org/getmedia/6c3ad32f-4895-4566-a077-a879f6ac27d9/2025-PDP-Form-AS-D4-1-1-Faculty-Summary-Form.docx
https://www.cswe.org/getmedia/6c3ad32f-4895-4566-a077-a879f6ac27d9/2025-PDP-Form-AS-D4-1-1-Faculty-Summary-Form.docx
https://www.cswe.org/getmedia/22daeea0-7562-4298-8c36-6e3269924e6b/2025-PDP-Faculty-Data-Form.docx
https://www.cswe.org/getmedia/22daeea0-7562-4298-8c36-6e3269924e6b/2025-PDP-Faculty-Data-Form.docx
https://www.cswe.org/getmedia/ed1761c2-558a-4c59-88c7-e449b6f72179/2025-PDP-Form-AS-D4-3-1-Budget-Form.docx
https://www.cswe.org/getmedia/ed1761c2-558a-4c59-88c7-e449b6f72179/2025-PDP-Form-AS-D4-3-1-Budget-Form.docx
https://www.cswe.org/getmedia/ed1761c2-558a-4c59-88c7-e449b6f72179/2025-PDP-Form-AS-D4-3-1-Budget-Form.docx
https://www.cswe.org/getmedia/ed1761c2-558a-4c59-88c7-e449b6f72179/2025-PDP-Form-AS-D4-3-1-Budget-Form.docx
https://www.cswe.org/getmedia/8f4a9bfa-eae6-4f68-a0f8-734fd1263e4b/2025-PDP-Form-AS-D4-3-3-Library-Report.docx
https://www.cswe.org/getmedia/8f4a9bfa-eae6-4f68-a0f8-734fd1263e4b/2025-PDP-Form-AS-D4-3-3-Library-Report.docx
https://www.cswe.org/getmedia/8f4a9bfa-eae6-4f68-a0f8-734fd1263e4b/2025-PDP-Form-AS-D4-3-3-Library-Report.docx
https://www.cswe.org/getmedia/8f4a9bfa-eae6-4f68-a0f8-734fd1263e4b/2025-PDP-Form-AS-D4-3-3-Library-Report.docx


2025 AS Practice Doctorate Forms & Templates

Separate options for writing/development:

• Form AS D5.0.1(a): Student Achievement Assessment Plan

• Form AS D5.0.1(b): Student Achievement of Assessment Outcomes

• Form AS D5.0.1(d): Public Reporting of Assessment Outcomes

• Form AS D5.0.3 - Program Outcomes Assessment

30

https://www.cswe.org/getmedia/2bd12c92-f7e6-47b7-8014-72bf5ea89c2d/2025-PDP-Form-AS-D5-0-1(a)-Student-Achievement-Assessment-Plan.docx
https://www.cswe.org/getmedia/2bd12c92-f7e6-47b7-8014-72bf5ea89c2d/2025-PDP-Form-AS-D5-0-1(a)-Student-Achievement-Assessment-Plan.docx
https://www.cswe.org/getmedia/cb99df47-0c25-4b47-96d1-453ee1eaab69/2025-PDP-Form-AS-D5-0-1(b)-Student-Achievement-Assessment-Outcomes.docx
https://www.cswe.org/getmedia/cb99df47-0c25-4b47-96d1-453ee1eaab69/2025-PDP-Form-AS-D5-0-1(b)-Student-Achievement-Assessment-Outcomes.docx
https://www.cswe.org/getmedia/4a81649e-d3f7-4e36-9a4b-6d4729435dd2/2025-PDP-Form-AS-D5-0-1(d)-Public-Reporting-of-Assessment-Outcomes.docx
https://www.cswe.org/getmedia/4a81649e-d3f7-4e36-9a4b-6d4729435dd2/2025-PDP-Form-AS-D5-0-1(d)-Public-Reporting-of-Assessment-Outcomes.docx
https://www.cswe.org/getmedia/f3b7b6c6-9d28-4111-83a1-9704c5b1c5cc/2025-PDP-Form-AS-D5-0-3-Program-Outcomes-Assessment.docx
https://www.cswe.org/getmedia/f3b7b6c6-9d28-4111-83a1-9704c5b1c5cc/2025-PDP-Form-AS-D5-0-3-Program-Outcomes-Assessment.docx
https://www.cswe.org/getmedia/f3b7b6c6-9d28-4111-83a1-9704c5b1c5cc/2025-PDP-Form-AS-D5-0-3-Program-Outcomes-Assessment.docx
https://www.cswe.org/getmedia/f3b7b6c6-9d28-4111-83a1-9704c5b1c5cc/2025-PDP-Form-AS-D5-0-3-Program-Outcomes-Assessment.docx


Writing Methods, Strategies, & 
Tips

31



Framework

Framework: 

• Accreditation documents tell your program’s story as 

guided by accreditation standards
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Writing Style & Formatting

•  Write succinctly and clearly

• Ensure accurate and complete at time of submission

• BOA cannot make any assumptions

• Ease the process for the reader

• Review and use policy 4.7, Document Formatting & 

Submission Requirements in the Accreditation Policy 

Handbook

33

https://www.cswe.org/accreditation/policies-process/handbook/
https://www.cswe.org/accreditation/policies-process/handbook/


Writing Style & Formatting

•  Use subheadings!

• Subheadings Are Fun

• Our Team Agrees

• Consider Bolding and Italicizing 

• For each benchmark and self-study:

• Volume 1 (required template)

• Volume 2

• Volume 3

• No appendices 34



Writing Style & Formatting

• Do not embedded documents

• Not visit websites

35



Writing to an Accreditation Standard

•  Stay grounded in the purpose of the standard

• Write to each element/component of the standard

• Many citations result from missing or unclear content

• Explicitly address each program option in response to 

each standard

• Program-specific (e.g., practice doctorate program) 

rather than institution- or department-specific

36



Template & Form Use

• Do not alter the forms

• Fill in program information, including within footer

• Delete the gray highlighted  and that text which 

instructions identify 

• When site another volume, include page number 

reference

37



38

Board of Accreditation (BOA) 

Department of Social Work Accreditation (DOSWA) 

2025 Accreditation Standards for Practice Doctorate Social Work Programs

Reaffirmation/Initial Accreditation Self-Study | Volume 1
for Practice Doctorate Social Work Programs 

version 6.2025

[Delete this help text before submission: Delete the directions before submission.]

Directions
Purpose

• This is a required template. 

• Candidate Programs:

• Submit Benchmark 3/Initial Accreditation Self-study for review by CSWE’s Board of Accreditation (BOA) for 

issuance of an Initial Accreditation decision.

• Refer to policy 5.14 BOA Benchmark 3/Initial Accreditation Decisions in the Accreditation Policy Handbook 

for Initial Accreditation decisions.

• Accredited Programs:

• Submit Reaffirmation Self-study documents for review by CSWE’s Board of Accreditation (BOA) for 

issuance of a Letter of instructions (LOI) to the site visitor.

• Refer to policy 6.9 BOA Reaffirmation Decisions in the Accreditation Policy Handbook for Reaffirmation 

decisions.

• A completed Self-Study includes:

• Volume 1: Responses to all standards

• Volume 2: Course Syllabi for Required Courses Identified on Curriculum Matrix(ices)

• Volume 3: Student Handbook

http://www.cswe.org/accreditationpolicies
http://www.cswe.org/accreditationpolicies


Standards: Approval & Compliance

• 2025 Practice Doctorate AS Interpretation Guide

• 2025 Practice Doctorate AS Benchmark Grid

• Volume 1 template formatting

39



2025 Accreditation 

Standards for Practice 

Doctorate Social 

Work Programs

Candidacy Visit 1 for Benchmark 

1

Candidacy Visit 2 for Benchmark 2 Candidacy Visit 3 

for Benchmark 

3/Initial 

Accreditation

Approved to

Proceed to 

Benchmark 2

Developmental Approved to

Proceed to

Benchmark 3

Developmental All Standards 

Evaluated for 

Compliance

1 – Program Mission AS D1.0.1 

AS D1.0.2

AS D1.0.1 

AS D1.0.2

AS D1.0.1 

AS D1.0.2

2 – Anti-racism, 

Diversity, Equity, and 

Inclusion (ADEI)

AS D2.0.1

AS D2.0.2

AS D2.0.1

AS D2.0.2

AS D2.0.1

AS D2.0.2

3 – Explicit Curriculum AS D3.0.1 

(compliance 

statements a-f 

and i)

AS D3.0.2

AS D3.0.3

AS D3.0.1 

(complete)

Syllabi

AS D3.0.1 

(complete)

AS D3.0.2

AS D3.0.3

Syllabi

AS D3.0.1 

(complete)

AS D3.0.2

AS D3.0.3

Syllabi
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Cascades

• Cascade of BOA standards
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Questions & 
Discussion
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