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Board of Accreditation (BOA) 
Department of Social Work Accreditation (DOSWA) 
Practice Doctorate Social Work Program Accreditation

Timetable to Initial Accreditation for Temporary Alternative Pathway Programs 
Granting Initial Accreditation | October 2027 Agenda

After candidacy is granted, staff assign the program to the next available BOA meeting agenda for an initial accreditation decision. Once a BOA meeting agenda is full, the subsequent programs will automatically be assigned to the next available BOA meeting agenda per policy 5.3 Assignment to a BOA Meeting Agenda in the Accreditation Policy Handbook. The program may plan for an initial accreditation agenda; however, assignment to an agenda is not guaranteed. Regardless of assigned agenda for an initial accreditation decision, the program’s retroactive accreditation date (the academic year when candidacy was granted) protects students, if/when the program receives initial accreditation.

Timetable to Initial Accreditation

	Activity or Document
	Date
	Submission Instructions

	$ CSWE invoices program for Initial Accreditation Fee via email
	December 1, 2026
	Direct fee or invoice questions to feesaccred@cswe.org

	$ Program pays Initial Accreditation Fee
	By January 1, 2027
	Review Accreditation Fee Payment Options

	CSWE accreditation staff assign a BOA member for Candidacy Visit 3
	By January 1, 2027
	N/A

	Program contacts BOA member visitor to begin planning per policy 5.9 Candidacy Visits 1, 2, & 3 
	Within 2-weeks of visitor assignment
	N/A

	Program and visitor select a visit date and program documents date to CSWE per policy 5.9 Candidacy Visits 1, 2, & 3
	Within 2-weeks of visitor assignment
	Program submits the Candidacy Visit Date Log

	Program’s primary contact confirms visit arrangements such as travel plans, hotel accommodations, and workspace requirements in the hotel and onsite (for in-person visits) with the visitor per policy 5.9 Candidacy Visits 1, 2, & 3
	No later than 30-days prior to the candidacy visit
	N/A

	Program submits the complete and finalized Initial Accreditation Self-study (Volumes 1, 2, and 3) using the Required Initial Accreditation Self-study Template for Volume 1 

Program uses the 2025 PDP Standards Interpretation Guide for developing clear and concise written compliance narratives and refer to policy 4.7 Document Formatting & Submission Requirements to customize Volumes 2 and 3
	By February 1, 2027
	Program emails three (3) separate Word documents to the BOA member visitor and the program’s CSWE accreditation staff member:
1. Initial Accreditation Self-Study Volume 1
2. Initial Accreditation Self-Study Volume 2
3. Initial Accreditation Self-Study Volume 3

	Program’s primary contact and visitor jointly finalize the candidacy visit schedule per policy 5.9 Candidacy Visits 1, 2, & 3
	No less than 1-week prior to the visit
	N/A

	Candidacy Visit 3 occurs 

For more information candidacy visits, review policy 5.9 Candidacy Visits 1, 2, & 3 
	Between March 1, 2027– May 15, 2027
	N/A

	BOA member visitor submits the
Candidacy Visit Report per policy 5.10 Candidacy Visits 1, 2, & 3 Reports 
· CSWE accreditation staff may request clarifying information
· Please allow time for CSWE accreditation staff to review the report and request clarifications (if needed)
	Within 2-weeks of the last day of the visit 
	BOA visitor e-mails visit report to the program’s CSWE accreditation staff member to review, finalize, and forward to the program

	Program responds to the Candidacy Visit Report per policy 5.11 Program Response to the Candidacy Visits 1, 2, & 3
	Within 2-weeks of receiving the Candidacy Visit Report 
	The program e-mails the Program Response to the Visit Report to the program’s CSWE accreditation staff member

	BOA reviews the program’s Initial Accreditation Self-study, Candidacy Visit Report, and Program Response to make an initial accreditation decision

Decision types are detailed in policy 5.14 BOA Initial Accreditation Decisions
	October 2027 BOA Meeting
	N/A

	All BOA letters are issued 30-days after the meeting

BOA decisions are publicly posted on the CSWE-BOA Decision webpage 30-days after the meeting
	November 2027
	N/A
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